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Yellarukku Namaskaru.  

 

Seasons Greetings and Happy New Year. Let me apologize for the delay in sending out this 

newsletter. Due to a hectic work schedule and other commitments, the BOD could not put this 

together sooner.  

 

I would like to thank those who joined us for the 2011 annual July 4th get together. It looks like 

attendance is dwindling. Please let us know what programs you would like to see. What will 

inspire you all to attend our annual gathering? We can all find excuses not to attend. But many 

of us found reasons to attend. Please provide us with feedback even if you could not attend. This 
feedback will help us structure our annual gathering to many peoplesô liking. The theme of the 

2011 get together was ñSankethi Language, Culture and Heritageò. We completed several 

activities to support these themes. Please see the body of the Chiguru for details. 

 

Our Sankethi community has lost a giant: Padma Bushana Matthur Krishnamurthy. This is a loss 

not only to our community but to the rest of the world as well. He was a visionary, a scholar and 

most of all a great human being. May his soul rest in peace. 

 

Thanks to those families that have donated at least $100/- or more towards the Sankethi 

Samudhaya Bhavana (Community Hall). Smt. Seethalakshmi and Dr. K. Manjunathiah of 

Bangalore have donated an 50ftX80ft site to KSS for the purpose of building Samudhaya 
Bhavana (Community Hall). Vision of the community hall includes facilities to help Sankethi 

Language, Culture, Heritage and much more. I believe this aligns strongly with NASAôs aims 

and objectives. I am requesting that each family contributes at least $100/- towards the 

Community Hall in Bangalore.  

 

As the saying goes ñHani Koodidare Hallaò (small drops can fill a lake) if all NASA members 

contribute at least $100/- (or more) we can make a substiantial contribution towards the 

Community hall and help establish a center that can support Sankethi Language, Culture and 

Heritage. Please donate generously to this cause.  

 

 

 

 

NASA President Keshava Kumar & BOD
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1. NASA Ski Trip  2012 

Itôs that time of year again: ski season! The snows have already started falling and the plans for this yearôs NASA ski trip are 

being made. The dates for this yearôs trip are either Martin Luther Kingôs birthday (Jan 14-16 2012) or Presidentsô Day (Feb 

18-20, 2012). If you are interested in participating, please email Sheela Nagaraj (sheela71384@gmail.com) or Ganesh Rao 

(ganesh_rao@yahoo.com).  

2. Sandhyavandana Challenge 

Abhiram Vijayasarathy has generously put forth the Sandhyavandana Challenge. Are you ready to accept?  

 

Eligibility: Any Brahmachari who is less than 22 years of age, and is a Nasa member or whoôs parents are Nasa members. 
 

Challenge: From now till the next annual meeting, the Brahmachari must perform at least 300 ñfullò sandhyas (including 108 

Gayatri). In theory, since one can (should) perform 3 sandhyas every day, he can successfully complete the challenge even if 

he starts just 100 days prior to the next NASA meeting.  

 

Verification:  Mostly honor based. That being said, the parents of the Brahmachari must confirm that their son completed the 

challenge successfully, and he must participate in next yearôs Samohika Sandhyavandhanam, where his performance will be 

judged by a committee. But donôt worry, it will be very lenient. 

 

Scholarship Amount: 500$ / person with a max net payout of 2,500$ across all the Brahmacharis. If we exceed the cap, then 

we will prorate the amount across all the successful participants. So for example, if only 3 are successful, they will each get 
500$. However if, by Godôs grace, 10 Brahmacharis complete the challenge, then they will each receive 2,500 / 10 = 250$. 

 

Submission Deadline: Apr 1, 2012 

 

Repeat Participation: A Brahmachari will not be allowed to win > 500$ by participating multiple years. 

 

How to Enter: Please email Abhiram Rudrapattana Vijayasarathy at abhiramrv@gmail.com 

3. Mathoor Krishnamurthy Passes Away 

It is with great sadness that NASA notes the passing of Mathoor Krishnamurthy in Bangalore on Oct. 6, 2012. Mathoorji was 

a recipient of the Padma Shri and also a renowned Gamaka artist, Sanskrit scholar, author and Executive Director of the 

Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan (BVB), Bangalore. The eighth child of a poor Brahmin family in Mathur, he learned Sanskrit and 

the Vedas at a young age. Later, he became interested in Gamaka and mastered the art. After working several odd jobs, he 

joined the BVB in 1969 and founded the London branch in 1972. He also gave many Gamaka concerts, authored several 

books and worked for the BVB after returning to India.  

4. New Windsor Conference Center Closing 

The NASA BOD has just received word that the New Windsor Conference Center which hosted so many get-togethers in the 
past is now closing. The Center will close in May 2012. The NASA BOD has started to make plans for next yearôs GBM in 

light of this development. Please contact the BOD with questions or suggestions. 

5. Navarathri Program  Oct. 2, 2011 

The Navarathri Get Together was held at Smt. And Sri. Manjula Ganesh Murthyôs residence. NASA thanks Ganesh Murthy 

and Manjula for opening up their residence and providing food for all the attendees. The event consisted of Saraswathi pooja 

which was followed by chanting of Lalitha Sahasranama, ashtothra, bhajans. After the pooja, everyone enjoyed delicious food 

that was prepared on site at Ganesh Murthyôs residence. Thanks to Manjula and others who worked tirelessly to prepare food 

for everyone. Thanks to Dr. Jayaram for delicious pickles while helping NASA. The pickle sales raised cash which  was 

donated to NASA. 
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