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Dear Sankethi Friends, 
 
Hope you are all enjoyed the summer and are preparing for fall weather.  
 
Thanks to all those who participated in our 2010 July GBM and get together in New Windsor. 
NASA is “stuck” with me and four BOD members from the previous BOD for two more years. 
We, along with 4 new additions, will be serving during the 2010-2012 term. See the GBM 
minutes for more details and election results. 
 
Shankaracharya day, celebrated at this year’s get together in New Windsor, was filled with 
Rudraabhisheka, Shivananda Lahari chanting, discussions on Advaitha philosophy, Sudarshanji's 
talk, Y.N. and Geetha Dathathri's kavya vachana and other activities. We also enjoyed 
Soudamani's concert, various children's activities, sports activities, and much more. Please see 
the body of Chiguru for details. I would also like to thank Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Ashwathanarayana, 
Mr. and Mrs. K.V. Srikantiah and Mr. and Mrs. Keshava Rao for their generous sponsorships. 
 
We have planned several activities in the coming months including a Regional event in Detroit in 
October, and a ski-trip in the northeast and a Sankrathi regional event in Phoenix., AZ during 
January of 2011. Please watch www.sankethi.org for updates as and when we finalize dates for 
these events. 
 
This year we have received several proposals to add/modify existing by-laws. In addition 
previous BOD had worked on similar topic.  I have formed a By-Law Committee to address 
previous years and current proposal and bring it to vote at the 2011 GBM. This committee 
consists of me, Ranjini Srikantiah and Ganesh Rao. Any volunteers to help this committee are 
welcome.  
 
In a previous newsletter/Chiguru we had noted the BOD position on responses to various NASA 
publications.  BOD always encourages dialogue with the authors of articles as these articles are 
opinions of the authors and not that of BOD. If you have any comments/critique of various 
NASA publications please send them to the BOD. The BOD will take appropriate action. It 
should be also be noted that the BOD does not run any news groups or email groups and is not 
responsible for any of the discussions that may take place in these forums.  Please read the 
official policy later in this newsletter. 
 
BSS and KSS are looking for help in funding various projects. We hope that many of our 
members consider funding these projects. I would also like to thank those who support ERF and 
DRF, and I expect that many more will join in supporting these funds.  
 
On a sad note, NASA regrets the passing of Dr. S.N. Subbanna, one of the senior members of the 
NASA community.  Our prayers are with his family. 
 
With best wishes 
 

Yours truly, 

 
NASA President Keshava Kumar & BOD
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Navarathri Regional Event on Saturday October 2nd, 2010 
Northwood Community Centre, 1000 McIntyre Drive, Ann Arbor, MI-48105  

The NASA BOD is extremely excited to invite you to participate in our NASA Regional Navarathri Celebrations in the 
Detroit area. Tentative Program highlights are as follows:  
 

11:00 to 12:00PM  Arrival/Check in Appidirandyo  
12:00 to 1:15 PM  Lunch  
1:15 to 1:30 PM  Significance of Navarathri Festival: Dr. Keshava Kumar  
1:30 to 2:30 PM  Children/Kids program  
2:30 to 3:15 PM  A discourse or religious discussion or Play  
3:15 to 3:45 PM  Break (Coffee and Snacks) etc.  
3:45 to 5:00 PM  Kagga Magic by MD Kowshik (All ages will enjoy)  
5:00 to 5:45 PM  Music Program by Adults  
5:45 to 6:30 PM  Lalithasahasranama Chanting with Bombe Aarathi  
6:30 PM  Dinner 

 

Participate in Creative Art  
And Win Cool Prizes  

Ages 1 to 12 yrs  
 
 

To see a snippet of M.D. Kowshik’s magic, click on: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gDSSnU0WJlA. 
For more information, please contact: 
1. Arun Chickmenahalli : 734-222-8467(Home) 734-972-4691 (Cell)  Email: menahalli@hotmail.com  
2. Sandhya Prasanna :  248-347-7735 (Home)  Email: magu_007@hotmail.com  
3. Dr. Naganarayana:  248-478-5125 (Home) :  Email: naganarayana@gmail.com  
4. Dr. Keshava Kumar:  860-305-6324 (Cell) :  Email: kbkumar@cox.net 
 
NASA Ski Trip over Martin Luther King Weekend  
Once again, NASA will be organizing a ski trip. This year it will be over the MLK holiday weekend (Jan 15-17, 2011). The 
destination is either Hunter Mountain (Hunter, NY, http://www.huntermtn.com/) or Camelback (Tannersville, PA, 
http://www.skicamelback.com/). Please contact Sheela Nagaraj (sheela71384@gmail.com) for more information and to 
reserve your spot! 
 

Official News 

Auditor appointed: K. Sundaresan was appointed Auditor of NASA for the term of the current BOD. 
 
Policy on members’ comments and articles: NASA encourages members to express their opinions and share their comments 
about any topic including NASA publications and activities. Comments may be published in official NASA publications like 
the Chiguru or on the web. NASA reserves the right, with the author’s permission, to edit the contribution to make it suitable 
for publication. This includes editing to remove objectionable language or personal attacks. 
 
World Sankethi Gathering: The Vishwa Sankethi Sammelana has created a website at: http://www.sankethi.net/. Please visit to 
learn more about this event which is happening Dec. 31, 2010 – Jan. 2, 2011. 
 

Member News 

·  Congratulations to Dr. M.S. Nataraja for receiving the NRC’s Meritorious Service Award. The Meritorious Service 
Award is the second highest honor granted by the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission to an individual. The award was 
presented to Dr. Mysore Nataraja in recognition of his sustained outstanding performance in service to the agency and 
furtherance of the NRC’s mission. 

·  Congratulations to Lakshmi and Jayanth Jayaram on the birth of their son Saathvik Jayaram on 6/29/2010. 
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·  Congratulations to Deepa Ramesh and Ben East on the birth of their son, Mohan Nicholas East, on 7/22/2010. 
·  Best wishes to Pooja Rao and Natthapol Songdej who were married on 8/7/2010 in Middletown, CT. 
·  It is with great sadness that NASA notes the passing of Dr. S.N. Subbanna on 8/11/2010. The thoughts and prayers of 

NASA members are with the family at this difficult time. 
 

Minutes of Year 2010 General Body Meeting (GBM) Held on July 4, 2010 at 10:00 am 

The meeting was called to order. 
1. Roll call – Over 50 registered members were in 
attendance.  Quorum was achieved. 
2. Review of 2009 GBM meeting minutes – Minutes 
from the 2009 GBM were sent to all members in the May 
2010 edition of Chiguru and were made available at the 
meeting.  Motion to accept the 2009 GBM minutes.  
Seconded.  Unanimously accepted. 
3. President’s address  

- In memoriam – All observed a moment of silence for 
those who had passed on in the past year, including 
Priyanka Kaushik, Lalithamma Subbarao, Rekha 
Prasad’s father Jayakrishna, Ramachandra Shastry’s 
mother, Bhageerathamma, Naganarayana’s mother, 
Vijayalakshmi Somashekhar 

- Charitable activities – The President reported on the 
funds donated to other organizations in the US and/or 
abroad.  It is noted that a policy related to such 
activities will be published in a future newsletter.  It 
was requested that NASA obtain annual reports 
documenting the recipients of ERF, DRF 
contributions as a matter of due diligence for NASA 
and NASA members who have made donations.  It 
was also requested that NASA take on the 
responsibility of designing and conducting more long-
term, tangible charitable activities in order to ensure 
that the 501c3 status is not in jeopardy.  Motion to 
table discussion until President’s address and all other 
reports were delivered.  Seconded and approved. 

- Code of Conduct – A code of conduct has been 
established and was published in the May 2010 
edition of Chiguru.  This is a formalization of what 
has been in place informally for years, for the benefit 
of new and existing members alike.  Thanks to Mr. 
Dathatri, Mr. Jayaram, Mr. Nataraj, and Mr. 
Sundaresan for submitting the original text for this 
document. 

- E-mail lists – The President reminded all present that 
NASA does not maintain or administer the 
USSankethi@yahoogroups and 
sankethiyoots@yahoogroups e-mail distribution lists.  
As these lists are not official channels for NASA 
communications, the President requests members to 
refrain from using them for discussions regarding the 
organization.  NASA maintains private, hidden e-mail 
lists to protect the privacy of our members. 

- Silver Jubilee Recap – The President reported 
receiving roughly $12,000 in donations, allowing the 
organization to finish the event with a slight profit.  

NASA thanks all members for their generosity and 
participation in such a momentous occasion.  A point 
from the floor was raised that there was no 
opportunity during the event for elders to present their 
opinion for the future of NASA and a request was 
made to allow for this type of discussion in upcoming 
events. 

 
4. Secretary’s Report 

- Membership list - As of June 13, 2010, the date of 
record, NASA had 202 Life members and 3 Annual 
members.  Recognition was given to Mr. 
NagaNarayana, member #200, who was present. 

- Regional meetings – Thanks to the efforts of several 
regionally-based NASA members, we held a 
Navarathri function in Detroit in November, and an 
Ugadi get-together in Boston in April.  NASA 
encourages all members to volunteer to conduct more 
regional events throughout the year. 

- Chiguru publications – As proposed during the last 
GBM, the NASA newsletter has been renamed 
“Chiguru.”  4 editions of the newsletter have been 
printed and issued to the membership.  The number of 
members opting for e-mail distribution continues to 
grow, allowing NASA to save significant expense on 
mailing costs.  

- Motion to approve; Seconded. Unanimously 
approved. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report 

- Tax filings - Tax obligations for 2008 were met 
through filing of the 990EZ.  An extension was filed 
for 2009 before the April 15 deadline. 

- At the 2009 GBM, it was requested that the final 
balance sheet for 2008 be presented to the 
membership during the 2010 GBM, as the one 
presented in 2009 was only provisional.  Upon 
presenting the 2008 balance sheet, there was 
extensive discussion regarding NASA’s contributions 
to other charitable organizations, and the 
contributions earmarked by members for specific 
funds.  Future guidance will be written regarding 
NASA’s policy on charitable contributions to other 
organizations to ensure alignment with IRS 501c3 
guidelines.  It was requested that going forward, the 
balance sheet be provided to the membership ahead 
of time such that questions can be clarified and 
formulated prior to the General Body Meeting, rather 
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than reviewing this during the meeting itself.  The 
BOD will take this under advisement. 

- A provisional balance sheet for 2009 was presented to 
the membership. It was noted that the presentation did 
not meet the formatting standards of good accounting 
practices.  The treasurer remarked that this would be 
corrected.  The information presented has not yet 
been presented to the IRS as an extension was filed. 

Auditor’s Report 2008-2009 
- The auditor commended this BOD for making 

progress on several fronts especially regarding tax 
filings which had been unfiled in the past.  This BOD 
filed for 2007, 2008 and paid fines to the IRS 
associated with not filing in the past.  However, the 
auditor could not sign the statements because they do 
not meet required accounting standards and there are 
some adjustments that must be made.  All adjustments 
have been communicated to the BOD.  The auditor 
remarked that 2008 is arithmetically accurate and is 
consistent with filings.  He acknowledged that it can 
be put to vote to the general body.  The auditor 
recommended that the 2009 statement be considered 
provisional only, until formatting and content errors 
are corrected.  He recommended that the 2009 
statement be presented to the general body during the 
2011 GBM. 

- Based on the auditor’s report, it was recommended 
that statements should be presented to the auditor well 
in advance of the GBM such that the statements can 
be reviewed and adjusted as needed prior to 
presenting these statements to the general body.  The 
BOD will take this under advisement. 

- The Treasurer remarked that the paper trail and 
receipts for cash transactions has not always been 
transitioned appropriately when a new BOD is 
elected, therefore records are sometimes incomplete. 

- The 2008 statement was put to vote and was 
unanimously approved. 

- The 2009 statement is to be adjusted and finalized in 
advance of the general body meeting and presented 
for vote at the next GBM. 

 
6. Reports of Special Teams 

- No special teams have been formed therefore no 
reports were presented. 
 
7. Old and Unfinished Business 
- There was no old and unfinished business from the 2009 
GBM. 
 
8. New Business 

- There were 4 proposals submitted by members and 
presented. 

A) Proposal to repeal the policy stated in the March 
2010 Chiguru requesting NASA readers to send 
feedback directly to authors, rather than 

communicating such feedback through NASA 
publications (submitted by K. Sundaresan)   
- BOD explained that the recommendation to 

direct feedback to authors is not a policy of the 
organization.  It is simply an interim 
recommendation until official guidelines are 
developed.  The Chairman assured that the next 
BOD will publish the policy to handle reader 
feedback. 

- Based on the assurance that a policy would be 
published in a future newsletter, this resolution 
was withdrawn. 

B) Proposal to waive registration fees for the annual 
meeting for BOD members (submitted by M. 
Keshaviah) 
- Based on feedback from the membership, the 
original proposed wording was changed to offer this 
as an optional benefit to BOD members 
- After much discussion for and against the modified 
proposal, the motion was put to vote. 
- 15 For/16 Against – the proposal was not passed. 
C) Proposal to make several changes to the NASA 
By-Laws (submitted by J. Sastry) 
- Realizing that the changes proposed are extensive 
and difficult to vote on at the GBM without adequate 
preparation and communication to the general 
membership, the BOD recommends the membership 
to authorize the forming of a committee who will 
address all proposed changes and present them at the 
2011 GBM.   
- Based on discussion, the BOD proposal was put to 
vote. 
-  The proposal passed.  The GBM authorizes a 
Constitutional Committee to be formed by the BOD 
to solicit and address proposed changes to the by-
laws, and to develop a strict timeline to allow such 
proposals to be presented to the BOD and the General 
Body in advance of the 2011 GBM. 

 
9. Good and Welfare 

- NASA offers congratulations to NASA members for 
births, marriages and upanayanam ceremonies: 

- Saathvik born to Jayanth and Lakshmi Jayaram 
- Chetan Vadali performed upanayanam 
- Prem and Beckker married 
- Anjan Kaushik and Anusuya married 
- Nitin and Neeti married 
- Veena Viswanatha and James married 
- Shankar Sridhara and Merica married 
- Srinivas Sridhara and Anu married 

 
10. Other  
- Mr. Jayaram stated appreciation for the outgoing BOD’s 
effort for the Silver Jubilee and for progress made towards 
improving NASA’s financial practices 
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- Mr. Aswathanarayana remarked in due consideration of 
volunteer work, he proposed recognition for the board.  
This was seconded and approved by the general body. 
 

GBM was adjourned. 
 
Recorded by:  
Ranjini Srikantiah, Secretary  

 

Highlights of July 2010 get together at New Windsor, MD. 
(Thanks to Y.N. Dathatrhi, Deepika Nath, M.S. Nataraja, K. Sundaresan and others for their contributions to this section) 
 
Sponsors 
NASA would like to thank this year’s sponsors of the Annual General Body Meeting: 

·  Mr. and Mrs. H.S. Aswathanarayana 
·  Mr. and Mrs. K.V. Srikantiah 
·  Mr. and Mrs. Keshava Rao (in memory of Dr. B.K. Narayan Rao) 

 
Friday, July 2, 2010 
The weekend began with a picnic at Cascade Lake.  It was a beautiful day and we met at the Grove shelter for a Sankethi 
lunch. Afterwards, everyone enjoyed the afternoon at the lake. Kids and adults (but mostly kids) played in the sprinkler park 
and in the lake. At the end of the day, members made the short drive to the New Windsor Conference Center for dinner. 
 

Saturday, July 3, 2010 – Shankaracharya Day 

·  The theme of the first full day of the festival was dedicated to Adi Sankara and activities related to his work or ones 
which are in praise of him. The day started with a formal Rudraabhisheka with a detailed sankalpam for the well being of 
the entire community by the President of the association. The actual abhisheka was performed by Sri. Mayura Simha with 
the assistance of other members for chanting Sree Rudram. The abhishekam was followed by bilwa stotram and Shiva 
astottara naamavali chanted by all present. 

·  Following the Rudrabhishekam, Shivananda lahari stotram was sung by several female members lead by Smt. Prema 
Kumar along with the CD of Dr. Balamuralikrishna. Members listened to the stotram in rapt attention while appreciating 
its meaning and. The morning concluded with a Mangalaarathi and distribution of prasaadam. 

·  The afternoon started with a discourse on Adi Sankara by an illustrious Sankethi; the former Sara Sangha Chaalak Sri. 
Sudarshanji of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS). The talk was titled “Shankaracharya: The Third Social 
Reformer to Resurrect Brahminism –his importance, the principles/teaching he espoused, and how to apply the same 
principles today.” His talk touched on a variety of topics from spiritual to practical. 

·  Following the talk by Sudarshanji, Dr. Naga Narayana presented an interactive lecture on the “The relevance of 
Bhagavad Gita in the modern day." Dr. Naga Narayana presented his interpretation and described the battle scene in the 
Bhagavad Gita as symbolic of the internal battle that is constantly raging inside all of us, and went into detail describing 
Bhishma and Drona as two banks of a river- on the one hand Bhishma symbolizes our desire to survive, while Drona 
symbolizes the knowledge necessary for this survival.  Everything lies in between the two, including the river itself, 
Krishna. There was also an extended and open Q&A session where various topics were discussed including: what is 
meant by "detachment," is having love for family and friends equivalent to having attachment, how can we maintain 
detachment even while living in society, and other questions regarding the applicability of these concepts in a 
contemporary context. 

·  Kartik Subbarao led the next program, the Advaitha philosophy round table discussion. Various NASA members who are 
well versed in Vedic philosophy answered questions regarding their understanding and practicality of these ancient texts. 
The first major discussion topic was the relationship between gnana and bhakti- How do we incorporate both of these into 
our spiritual path?  Are the two paths distinct? Does one prevent the other? Some general thoughts emerged about how 
we can integrate the two, and in fact how developing one helps in developing the other and their inter-relation. Another 
topic discussed was regarding western meditative/spiritual practices and how insights from psychology and science can 
help us in our spiritual path. 

·  The final group discussion was led by Lakshmi Subbarao and deviated from the philosophical discussions to one based on 
the preservation of Sankethi culture/heritage. The younger generation was able to communicate to the elder members 
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their concerns on the challenges faced by youngsters when trying to balance Sankethi values while still balancing the 
American lifestyle. Various questions were brought up including- What are the differentiating aspects of a 
Sankethi? What aspects of our culture do we feel are very important to maintain, and how do we go about doing so in 
today's world? This dialogue provided insight to both generations of Sankethis living in the US and both viewpoints were 
presented.  

·  In the evening a Bhaarata vaachana program was performed by Smt. Geetha Dathatri and Prof. Y.N.Dathatri. Kaavya 
Vaachana is one of the unique cultural traits of Sankethi tradition in which a small segment of a literary work is selected 
and the verses are sung by one person in appropriate raagas while another gives a commentary and analysis along with the 
story of the literary work. The artists selected a portion from Kumara Vyaasa Bhaaratha in the Udyoga Parva relating to 
Lord Krishna coming to the palace of the Kouravaas for negotiations prior to the Mahabhaaratha war. The artists 
wonderfully described both the political intrigue and the spiritual joy that Krishna’s visit brought with it. The program 
was well appreciated and it brought back fond memories to many of those present at the performance. 

 
Sunday, July 4, 2010 
·  GBM Meeting (please see the minutes for more detail) 
·  Election results: Dr. Y.N. Jayaram, NASA’s first president, served again as the election officer. Keshava Kumar was 

nominated to the post of president and he ran unopposed, winning a second term. The following members were also 
elected to the Board of Directors without the need for a vote: Ranjini Srikantiah, Ganesh Rao, Abhiram Vijayasarathi, 
Sheela Nagaraj, Arun Chickmenahalli, Lalitha Hanasoge, Ramachandra Sastry, and Mayura Simha. 

·  On Sunday, following the General Body Meeting and elections, High School and College graduates were recognized and 
awards were presented, as has been a NASA tradition. Puneeth Kumar (who will be attending Babson College in the fall) 
received a High School Graduation Award. Nandan Nath, who graduated from Brown University, received a College 
Graduation Award. 

·  Following the awards was a talent program featuring the third generation of NASA, namely the fast-growing crop of 
NASA kids.  The talents displayed were numerous and included piano recitals, the singing of slokas, a martial arts 
demonstration, instrumental performances on tabla and violin, and even our own BOD member and “big kid” 
Ramachandra Shastry closing it out with a vocal performance. 

·  Smt. Soudamini Venkatesh, a visiting artist from Bangalore, enchanted us this with an amazing Hindustani musical 
performance. Her extensive training and sadhana enabled her to render a variety of compositions doing justice to each of 
them. Soudamini ji developed Raga Shuddha Sarang from alaap to the traditional khayal "Khelat Hai Giridhari" to the 
faster speed composition "Kaise Kaise Jaon" showing her mastery of technique, her love for the art, and the depth of the 
raga.  She sang a variety of compositions in different tals, some examples being the tarana in raga Bahar, "Doora 
Manava" in Raga Tilang, the Meera Bhajan in raga Mandh and the Marathi Abhang.  The rapport and interactions 
Soudamini ji, Aditya Narayana Banerjee ji on Tabla and Suresh Benegal ji on Harmonium had with each other touched 
our hearts. Her concert was the highlight of this year’s cultural programs. Smt. Soudamini has established Arohi, a 
nonprofit in Bangalore, enabling upcoming artists with a platform to perform and the audience in Bangalore to be 
enriched with music. 

 
After the concert, attendees enjoyed an extensive fireworks display courtesy of Dr. J.K. Rangappa.  Following the fireworks, 
they were treated to cake and ice cream in the Zigler Hall dining room.  While doing so, a spontaneous and lively game of 
anthakshari broke out, and as kids and adults joined in, we came to learn that there is much hidden knowledge of Hindi film 
songs within the NASA general body. 
 
Sports activities were conducted for all age groups and it was a fun filled event. The elephant drawing was very well received 
and the fun part was none of the drawings were even close to an elephant! The activities were: 
 
For 12yrs and above: Musical Chairs, Creating Art (drawing an elephant), and Kho-Kho. 
For younger Children: Lemon and Spoon Race, Hopping Race 
 
All the winners were given a trophy and all the participants were recognized by the NASA Board for their participation and 
co-operation. 
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FIFA World Cup Final, 7-11-2010 
Johannesburg, South Africa 

A Poem by J.K. Rangappa 
 

In this World Cup Futball game,  
Holland and Spain beat all who came. 
As both reached the World Cup final,  
They turned fierce, bitter rival. 
 
1930-1st cup won, Uruguay, South America. 
2010-2 billion watch, 1st in South Africa. 
As Dutch and Spanish futball played,  
In both the teams, tempers frayed. 
 
Most players played very rough. 
As they thought, behaved tough. 
To many, referee gave yellow cards. 
Perhaps some deserved red cards. 
 

Holland at times played tame, 
Spain wanted the winners’ fame, 
For 90 minutes there was no score. 
Referee gave 30 minutes more. 
 
Four minutes before game end,  
Spain hit ball and into goal send. 
Referee's whistle blew once, Final. 
Game won by Spain, beat Rival. 
 
 Copa Mundial ended in South Africa, 
 Next 2014 in Brazil, South America. 
 Orange Holland team did not win, 
 Disappointed with the noise and din. 
 
Hope, all is very well, 
Call when you're swell. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
The 2011 Vishwa Sankethi Sammelana  
organizing committee is pleased to invite  
all NASA members to attend their festivities,  
to be held Dec 31, 2010 – Jan 2, 2011 in  
Mattur-Hosahalli.  For more details, contact  
Madhumurali Mattur at  
vasudhaivam@ gmail.com or contact any  
member of the organizing committee at:  
 
Office - 08182 237799 
H. K. Venkatram - 94482 38477 
M. Bhanuprakash - 94484 14776 
Madhumurali - 94484 14887 
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